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1 I ntroduction

One of the mogt gtriking aspects of Jesus ministry on earth was the miracles he
performed, be they miraculous healings, casting out of demons, control over nature or
rasing of individuals from the dead. We will argue that the miracles had an essentiad
roleto play in relaion to his message that the Kingdom of God was a hand, as
foreshadowed in the Old Testament. The miracles dso bore witness to his divinity as
well as his humanity. Today, many find the miracles a sumbling block in rdation to
the Chrigtian faith. We shall suggest arguments to show thet their objections are
misplaced.

2 Miracles and the Kingdom of God

A key aspect of the miradlesisthat by performing them, Jesusis underpinning his
fulfilment of prophecy regarding the coming of the Kingdom of God. In doing so,he
showed God's lovefor dl of humanity, with his power working through Jesus. We
may recal that the Jews were expecting God to establish his kingdom through his
Messiah throughout much of the Old Testament. Following Isaiah, characteristics of
the Kingdom are as set out in Jesus sermon in Luke 4:16-17: “"The Spirit of the Lord
is on me, because he has anointed me to preach good news to the poor. He has sent
me to proclaim freedom for the prisoners and recovery of sght for the blind, to

release the oppressed, to proclaim the year of the Lord's favour.”

In a sense, this text foreshadows many of hismiraclesin that by miraculous hedling
Jesus was releasing those oppressed by disease — or more explicitly blind — who were
themsdves often the downtrodden of society. And by exorcisng demons and
defeating Satan in the Crucifixion and Resurrection he is setting free the prisoners—
mankind endaved by sn. Raisng individuds from the dead saved them from the
ultimate form of oppresson — that by death — and underline his teaching about eternal
life. Meanwhile the nature miracles are to be seen as part of the good news to the poor
and the proclamation of the Lord’ s favour — that he isin control of our lives and not
impersond forces — and he loves to give good gifts (wine, food, fish, cam after the
storm). The feeding of the 5,000 foreshadows the promise of a banquet (Luke 14:13-
24) in the future kingdom. The nature miracles dso indicate that Jesus has come to



release fdlen creation aswell as mankind from the power of Sn —what Lewis (1947)

cdlsthe “miracles of the new creation”.

Overdl, these “deeds’ were essentid to accompany Jesus wordsin developing
undergtanding of his message of the kingdom, in the same way that the miraculous
deeds of the Exodus testified to the truth of God' s promisesto the Isradlites (Exodus
10:2). Again, since miracles were carried out dready in the Old Testament by the
prophets, for example the raising of the son of the widow of Zarephath by Elijahin 1
Kings 22. It would hence be expected of the Messiah that he would perform smilar
feats. Furthermore they stress that God himsalf expects usto act for him in gratitude
for our salvation as emphasised in James 2:26 “ As the body without the spirit is deed,
so faith without deedsis dead”.

3 Miraclesand Jesus' divinity

A further and linked judtification for the miraclesis that Jesus thereby shows his
divinity, forcing people then and now to come to aview on him. See John 2:11 after
the miracle of water and wine “This, the first of his miraculous signs, Jesus performed
a Canain Gdilee. He thusreveded his glory, and his disciples put ther faith in him.”
When heis preparing to revive Lazarus he satesin John 11:4 "This sckness will not
end in death. No, it isfor God's glory so that God's Son may be glorified through it.”
Redated are Jesus sayings about his own nature that can be linked directly to his
miracles, asin John 6:51 “1 am the living bread that came down from heaven” after
the feeding of the 5,000 and John 9:5 “While | am in the world, | am the light of the
world" during the hedling of the blind man.” We may add that in showing his divinity
Jesus does not seek to bring fame to himsdlf but to show his father’ s concern for the
weak and helpless.

4 Faith, personal commitment and the resurrection

A centrd message of Jesusisthat if we have faith in him our Sns are forgiven and we
are reconciled to God. Faith in this senseis not just trust in him but awillingnessto
accept the need for persond change and adoption of God' s ways. Many miracles
explicitly show the importance of faith for God to act, in that in many cases faith was



demanded before a miracle could be performed. In Mark 6:5-6 in Gdlileeit is
recorded that “He could not do any miraclesthere, except lay his hands on afew sick
people and hed them. And he was amazed at their lack of faith.” But at other times
Jesusin a sense uses miraclesto “grow faith”, asin John 9 where the blind man

comes to faith after heis cured.

In this context, Jesus miracles may aso be seen in rdation to his promisesthat he
will work though his followers after his Ascengon, if their faith is srong. We note in
particular in John 14:12 “1 tell you the truth, anyone who has faith in me will do what

| have been doing. He will do even greater things than these, because | am going to
the Father.” This passage, its subsequent fulfilment in Acts and in miraculous acts of
Chrigians to this day underline that miracles were not to be acts of Jesus done. Those
acting in his name — effectively under the Kingdom of Heaven - would themsalves be
empowered to carry on miracles. Thereby they would help to develop faith in the
people surrounding them and warn of God' s coming judgement.

Findly, amost important function of the miracles Jesus performed in his lifetime was
to prepare us for the ultimate miracle, which was his resurrection from the deed. Its
centrdity to the whole Chrigtian faith and to salvation is stressed by Paul in 1
Corinthians 15:17 “And if Christ has not been raised, your faith isfutile; you are il
inyour sns’. Arguably, if Chrigt had not performed miraclesin hislifetime—

incdluding raisng the dead — the acceptance of the resurrection would be all the harder.
And then the defeat of Satanwould not be proven to man

5 Attitudesto miraclestoday and relevant apologetics

Turning from the miraclesin Jesus teaching to our attitude to them today, it ssemsto
me that we need to be robust in stressing that the miracles are “authentic and integra
to the Gospels’ and not an “optiond extra’ to Chrigian faith. | shdl develop this
attitude by addressing some key contemporary objections to miracles.

Scepticism about miracles grew up during the enlightenment, when it became afixed
belief that there were laws of nature based on normal and experimentally repestable
patterns of cause and effect that could not be broken. Since miracles are in effect



suspensions of these laws, they were “impossible’. David Hume was one of the first
to put forward this view. Thereis aphilosophica aswell as ascientific problem here,
not just whether miracles hagppen but whether amiracle can be logicaly defined. It is
clearly important to acknowledge this view, which gtill pervades much of our
thinking. Many would clam their senses have failed rather than admit amiracle.

But | would also emphasise that more recently both science and popular culture have
become much more receptive to the idea of miracles. In the case of science, we have,
for example, the development of Heisenberg's principle of uncertainty that stress that
the “laws of nature’” are not as fixed as previoudy thought. One may aso note
adrophysicd theories of the beginning of the universe that suggest that Sx more
dimensions that the four we perceive were present — which inter diamake sense of
Jesus omnipresence and ability to perform miracles when followers pray in his name
today (Ross 2000). Meanwhile, the growth of New Age beliefs, misconceived asthey
are, have imported the miraculous and the spiritud world generaly back into our
culture viathe mysticism of the East. People are accordingly more receptive to the
truth as they meet it in the Bible, even when it includes miraculous events.

Another ground for scepticism may be doubt about the integrity of the authors of the
Bible and the texts that have come down to us. | would note that the Bible texts have
come under intense scrutiny from which they have emerged very well, asfor example
being written close to the event and hence unlikely to have myths appended. The
events are related in a“ matter of fact”, “fitting” and not “fantastic” way that other
dtories of great men of the time are. | would aso reply here that the greetest miracle —
the resurrection — isthe one that is most strongly attested to, with the referencein 1
Corinthians 15:6 for example “ After that, he gppeared to more than five hundred of
the brothers at the same time, most of whom are till living, though some have falen
adeep.” It was also reported by nonChrigtians such as Josephus and attested to by the
willingness of the Apostlesto die for Jesus sake. Acceptance of the resurrection —
which as noted above is asne quanon of the Chrigian faith, lends powerful support

to the other miracles.

| would aso suggest that we should also consder the grestest miracle which isdll

around us — God'’ s cregtion itsdlf. Close consderation of the design features of the



universe and of life as stressed in Ross (2001) decisively rejects the possibility that
what we see arises from chance. Asthe Father acted, so did the son in Colossians
1:15-16 “For by him dl things were created. ..heis before dl things, and in him dl
things hold together.

6 Conclusion

A lagt point isto stress that miracles are till being performed by Jesus' followers
gpesking in his name. There are authenticated cases of raising from the deaed in Africa
and China; and of feeding the many with very little by Heidi Baker in Mozambique;
one can watch miracles occur around TV evangdist Benny Hinn and many
authenticated miracles have occurred in the Airport church in Toronto. Speaking
persondly, | have met awoman who was dying of cancer when the tumours abruptly
disappeared after prayer, to the bafflement of doctors; | have been part of a session of
praying round a house which ended in aform of exorcism of avery active spirit (that
pushed me againg the wall)- after which the children of the house stopped habitua
nightmares. And the change in lives— including my own, as a consequence of
becoming a Chridtian is so amiracle that forms a tesimony to the other miraclesin
the Bible.
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